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SUBJECT: UK BASIC TREND OF UNEMPLOYMENT IS STILL RISING 
BUT RATE OF INCREASE HAS FALLEN OFF SUBSTANT- 
IALLY 

1 . UNEMPLOYMENT EIGURES RELEASED APRIL 22 BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT (DE) SHOW THAT ALTHOUGH THE 
OVERALL TOTAL OF UNEMPLOYED IN THE UK DECREASED SLIGHTLY 
BY 3,788 IN THE MONTH TO MID-APRIL, THE BASIC MEASURE OF 

UNEMPLOYED, THE SEASONALLY ADJUSTED TOTAL EXCLUDING 
SCHOOL-LEAVERS, INCREASED BY 7,200 FOLLOWING THE DECREASE 
OF 6,000 IN MARCH. ACCORDING TO SOME SECTIONS OF THE 
PRESS, THE LATEST FIGURES ARE A "DISAPPOINTMENT" AETER 
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THE MARCH IMPROVEMENT. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH THE BASIC 
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TREND IS STIT T. RISING, THE FIGURES SHOW THAT THE RATE OF 
INCREASE HAS FAT .FEN OFF SUBSTANTIALLY SINCE THE BEGIN- 
NING OE THE YEAR. THIS SLOWDOWN IN THE UPWARD MOVEMENT 
OF UNEMPLOYMENT HAS OCCURED MUCH EARLIER THAN HAD BEEN 
EXPECTED AND MAY BE DUE IN PART TO THE GOVERNMENT'S 
PROGRAM OF JOB PROTECTION AND JOB CREATION. 

2. TOTAL UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE UK DECREASED IN THE MONTH 
TO APRIL 8 BY 3,788 TO 1,281,1 17 OR 5.5 PERCENT OF THE 
LABOR FORCE. IN GREAT BRITAIN, WHICH EXCLUDES NORTHERN 
IRELAND, THE TOTAL DECREASED BY 3,355 TO 1,231,218 OR 

5.4 PERCENT. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT OF THE TOTAL UNEM- 
PLOYED IN GREAT BRITAIN 210,000 HAD BEEN UNEMPLOYED EOR 
FOUR WEEKS OR LESS AND THAT ABOUT 900,000 WERE UNEMPLOYED 
FOR MORE THAN EOUR WEEKS, AND WERE AGED UNDER 60. 

3. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED AND EXCLUDING SCHOOL-LEAVERS, 

THE GREAT BRITAIN UNEMPLOYED TOTAL INCREASED BY 7,200 TO 
1,185,800 OR 5.2 PERCENT. THIS COMPARED WITH A DECREASE 

OF 6.200 IN MARCH BUT INCREASES OF 21,300, 35,000 AND 
42,000 IN THE PREVIOUS THREE MONTHS. ON AVERAGE OVER 
THE THREE MONTHS ENDED APRIL THE SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
TOTAL INCREASED BY 8,000 A MONTH COMPARED WITH 17,000 A 
MONTH IN THE THREE MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 32,000 A MONTH IN 
THE THREE MONTHS ENDED FEBRUARY AND 40,000 A MONTH IN 
THE THREE MONTHS ENDED JANUARY. 

4. THE NUMBER OF LOBS AVAILABLE FOR ADULTS INCREASED 
OVER THE MONTH ENDED APRIL 2 BY 10,486 TO 117,396 WHICH 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED WAS AN INCREASE OF 1,900 TO 121,800 
COMPARED WITH AN INCREASE OE 2,400 IN MARCH AND A 
DECREASE OE 14,251 IN FEBRUARY. JOBS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
INCREASED IN APRIL BY 2,368 TO 23,594. 

5. ON A REGIONAL BASIS, THE FIGURES SHOW THAT SCOTLAND 
SUEFERED THE WORST INCREASE IN UNEMPLOYMENT IN APRIL 
WITH A RISE OF 4,400 TO 139,000 ON A SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
BASIS GIVING AN UNEMPLOYED RATE OF 6.5 PERCENT. UNEM- 
PLOYMENT ALSO INCREASED EAIRLY SUBSTANTIALLY IN WALES 
BRINGING THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE TO 7.0 PERCENT, IN THE 
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NORTH GIVING A RATE OF 6.9 PERCENT, THE NORTHWEST, 

6.4 PERCENT, AND THE SOUTHWEST, 6.2 PERCENT. ALSO, IN 
THE SOUTHEAST, USUALLY A REGION OF HIGH EMPLOYMENT, 
UNEMPLOYMENT AGAIN INCREASED BY OVER L,000 BRINGING THE 
RATE TO 3.9 PERCENT. HOWEVER, IN THE WEST MIDLANDS, THE 
UNEMPLOYED TOTAL FELL SHARPLY BY 2,000 BRINGING THE 
RATE TO 5.3 PERCENT COMPARED WITH 5.4 PERCENT IN MARCH. 
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